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The movement of people into and within the United States has had a significant impact on the country. Progressions like the Great Migration are an example of movements that had a great impact on the nation. During the Great Migration, African Americans migrated to the North because of the many social, political and economic challenges they were facing back in the South and also because of better opportunities in the North. The African Americans were unable to escape racism but they were able to integrate their culture into the American society. During the Great Migration, African Americans started to integrate in public life actively fighting against racial prejudice as well as economic, political and social challenges to create a black urban culture that would revolutionize the way of living of the African Americans in years to come.   
The Great Migration was a period in the early 20th century when African Americans flee the South in large numbers migrating to the North in search of freedom. African Americans were migrating to the North from the South in the hope of escaping a life that was characterized by racism, the Jim Crow laws of segregation, and violence based on hatred of the black people (Grossman, 2005). They were also fleeing to seek for better opportunities in the industrialized North. They dreamt of new opportunities for economic prosperity, political participation, integration and freedom from racism. The Great Migration impacted the lives of African American in different ways.
The Great Migration had a long-lasting impact on the black people. First, the migrants were met with violence from the whites who were the original settlers in the North. Cities in the North experienced an influx of people due to the huge numbers of African-Americans. Violence erupted in cities in the North as more blacks found their way in white communities. The resistance was primarily from the whites. The whites were afraid of the blacks coming to deny them opportunities in their own cities. They viewed blacks as competition for the limited job opportunities in industrialized cities in the North. And therefore, they denied the black people the chance to integrate in the white communities. In fact, the black immigrants faced racism due to prejudices. They were not simply allowed to integrate with the whites.  
The black people therefore had to create their own cities within big cities because of the housing tensions and competition for opportunities in cities dominated by the whites. This led to the development of a new urban, African American culture. The African Americans decided to create their own culture in big cities, which is a characteristic of their life even today. Harlem in New York City is a prominent example of a formerly all-white neighborhood that by the 1920s housed many African Americans. Despite managing to create their own neighborhood in Northern cities, black people continued to live in impoverished conditions. Many of them were jobless and could not afford to lead better lives. 
Because of poor living conditions in black neighborhoods, there was an increased rate of crime and drug and alcohol abuse. Many people resolved into crime as a result of lacking basic necessities. Unemployed blacks would engage in stealing and other criminal acts in order to feed their loved ones. Also, abuse of drugs and alcohol was the order of the day in black neighborhoods because many people were idle. However, some blacks managed to get employment in the industrialized cities but the competition was high from the whites. This forced many of them to find work in factories, slaughterhouses, and foundries where they were exposed to dangerous and poor working conditions. On top of this, many of them were paid poorly despite working for many hours. 
The Great Migration also provided the black people an avenue for political activism in American society. It was a catapult for an era of political activism among African Americans. For a long time, Jim Crow laws had diminished the efforts of the black people to champion for equality in society. Racism and slavery characterized the lives of the black in the South. But migrating to the North was a window of opportunity for them to participate actively in championing for equality in America. In fact, the Civil Rights Movement directly benefited from this activism. This period marked the beginning of African Americans voicing their concerns for a better America. Many black activists began to fight for equality in society. And this extended to the era of the civil rights movement where laws were introduced to curb the injustices African Americans were experiencing in America.    
There were several factors which contributed to the onset of the Great Migration. They can be considered as the push and pull factors of the Great Migration. The political push factors being Jim Crow and in particular, disenfranchisement, played a role in the Great Migration. The Jim Crow laws had helped shape a society where African Americans and the whites lived in separate communities in the South. There was segregation in almost every realm of life in the South (Sampson, 2019). For example, the blacks were not allowed to share public resources with the whites. Worse of all is that the blacks were denied the right to vote. Their social life was greatly impacted with laws promoting segregation in the south. Therefore, the curtailment of civil rights as a result of the Jim Crow laws fueled the efforts of the black people to escape heading to the North.
Also, economic push factors contributed to the Great Migration. Slavery perpetrated in the South is the main reason why the blacks escaped heading to the North. During this time, the black people were used to offer cheap labor on lands owned by the whites. The system was rigged against sharecropping, which became a form of neo-slavery. This system continued the plantation elites’ quest for having the cheapest agricultural labor they could get. And for this reason, many lacked opportunities to prosper in life. They were forced to work for the white people who continued to take advantage of their conditions to perpetrate slavery. Eventually, many blacks were tired of living in such conditions and when an opportunity came, they flew to a land they thought would offer better opportunities for their growth.  
What pulled African Americans to the North was the promise for equal opportunities in regard to employment, living conditions, and education. The North was experiencing a radical change in terms of industrialization. Therefore, these industries needed workers in order to continue thriving. Recruiters therefore enticed African Americans through black newspapers like the Chicago Defender to move to the North for better opportunities. The positive media coverage contributed to migration of many blacks to the North. Also, some blacks migrated to unite with family members and friends who had already moved to the North. Many who had stayed in the South were invited by friends and families upon realizing some form of freedom in the North as compared to what they experienced in the South. Indeed many new arrivals managed to find jobs in factories, slaughterhouses and foundries but the working conditions were poor. This meant that they were far away from getting better opportunities in society. 
The migration stories depict the theme of resisting enslavement. The Black Americans who migrated from the South to the North feared enslavement (Collins, 2021). They escaped from many years of mistreatment working as slaves on lands owned by the whites. They wanted to prosper economically and not just to be used as cheap labor by the whites. They wanted to escape from the jaws of enslavement. The Great Migration was also political in that it often reflected African American refusal to abide by Southern social practices any longer. The African Americans were no longer willing to accommodate Jim Crow laws that had greatly undermined their efforts for civil rights in America. 
Therefore, this period marked the beginning of activism where African Americans engaged in radical protests to seek for equality in society. Finally, the Great Migration also reflects on the socio-economic status of African Americans and their demographic. In the North, African Americans were forced to form their own neighborhoods because most cities were dominated by the whites. For this reason, they occupied poor housing projects within major cities. Their economic progress was delayed as a result of living in impoverished conditions. Their social life was also altered because of lack of equal opportunities. Crime and drug abuse characterized black neighborhoods because most people were unemployed. Essentially, the themes of resisting enslavement, leadership tactics and African American socio-economic status and demographic are reflected in the Great Migration. 
The effects of the Great Migration are manifested in the black community today. During the Great Migration, African Americans were forced to create their own culture within major cities because of racial prejudice. They were forced to create black neighborhoods to stay away from white neighborhoods. Many people in black communities lived in impoverished conditions because of lack of better opportunities in life (Stewart, 2007). Today, many black people continue to live in secluded neighborhoods within major cities. They continue to face many challenges that the system has perpetrated since the days of Great Migration. Many black neighborhoods in America lack access to basic necessities like proper education, access to water and electricity, and lack of better healthcare conditions, among other issues. Many youths in black neighborhoods have resolved into criminal activities like joining criminal gangs because of unemployment and lack of opportunities to empower them-selves. And these challenges continue to confront the black community in America today.
In conclusion, this assignment has provided insights on the impact of the Great Migration in America. It is clear that the Great Migration impacted immensely on the social, economic and political life of African Americans until today. This assignment did not present any serious challenges because also the sources I used provided crucial information about the topic at hand. The sources I used were useful since the scholars had a wide range of information on the topic. I would want to do more research in this topic to understand the history of the black people. It is important because it will help me understand how contemporary society is trying to tackle the issue of inequality which with no doubt started many years ago as evident in the Great Migration period. Such information will be vital for people to champion for change for a better tomorrow.  
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